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him for his job is the wide range of subjects on which he can readily talk
and write, and a position or habits through which he becomes acquainted
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“The point which is important for us, however, is that the scholar

(&L

who takes charge of an institute or foundation, the scholar who becomes
an editor or the active promoter of an organization serving a particular
cause, all rapidly cease to be scholars or experts and become intellectuals

2808T woPen FoPe OO Fowg ¢ 31 DY — BRI 2023



in our sense, people who judge all issues not by their specific merits but,
in the characteristic manner of intellectuals, solely in the light of certain
fashionable general ideas. The number of such institutions which breed
intellectuals and increase their number and power grows every day.”

HoODT TBeB TFOT, IRWT DTWOAL VP IyD YOI
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TBRT BTN 0T TONF ebzi@m@gd “But it would be a fatal
mistake to underestimate their power for this reason. Even though their
knowledge may be often superficial, and their intelligence limited, this
does not alter the fact that it is their judgement which mainly determines
the views on which society will act in the not too distant future.”
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“The result of this is that today in most parts of the Western world even
the most determined opponents of socialism derive from socialist
sources their knowledge on most subjects on which they have no
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OZOWAET  FTLLOOWON YOZZ AR BRI  TOL3RENYTS.
&D@Cpﬁeobm‘b 2,00 FONSODI, JReR Wit Ten? “...the intellectual
judges new ideas not by their specific merits but by the readiness with which
they fit into his general conceptions, into the picture of the world which he
regards as modern or advanced. It is through their influence on him and
on his choice of opinions on particular issues that the power of ideas for
good and evil grows in proportion with their generality, abstractness, and
even vagueness. As he knows little about the particular issues, his criterion
must be consistency with his other views, suitability to combine them into
a coherent picture of the world.” &%e? TRX VRPN DT PR
RN WTvTeonomEn m@pﬁe@mfe ), BEohY wimnde QI
307 WITS® ST PRCWNAYA 5 BRB ADFF DR, WP
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méw%mﬂ Teoe LB “One could give along list of such intellectual
fashions and catchwords which in the course of two or three generations
have in turn dominated the thinking of the intellectuals. Whether it was
the ‘historical approach’ or the theory of evolution, nineteenth century
determinism and the belief in the predominant influence of environment
as against heredity, the theory of relativity or thebelief in the power of the
unconscious- every one of these general conceptions has been made
the touchstone by which innovations in different fields have been tested.
It seems as if the less specific or precise (or the less understood) these
ideas are, the wider may be their influence.”
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@5@03‘3%&%& “.itis in such instances that their erroneous views on
particular issues may for a time seem to have all the prestige of the latest
scientific achievements behind them..... But in such an instance a false
belief will appear with all the prestige of a result of the latest scientific
knowledge. Although in the particular field to which this belief is applied,
all the scientific evidence may be against it, it will nevertheless, before
the tribunal of the intellectuals and in the light of the ideas which govern
their thinking, be selected as the view which is best in accord with the
spirit of the time. The specialists who will thus achieve public fame and
wide influence will thus not be those who have gained recognition by
their peers, but will often be men whom the other experts regard as
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cranks, amateurs, or even frauds, but who in the eyes of general public
nevertheless become the best-known exponents of their subject.”
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mwmag& “...That, with the application of engineering techniques, the
direction of all forms of human activity according to a single coherent plan
should prove to be as successful in society as it has been in innumerable
engineering tasks, is too plausible a condition not to seduce most of
those who are elated by the achievement of the natural sciences.”
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©TTINDL STOTEE. “...The main reason for this state of affairs is
probably that, for the exceptionally able man who accepts the present
order of society, a multitude of other avenues to influence and power are
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