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“Devadasi community too had its corrupt and noble elements. but while
vilifying them, the accusers seemed to forget that the exploiters of their own
community were no less guilty. Of course ina male dominated society, it
was women who were targets. Many of those who had relationships with
devadasis continued to remain respectablr men, as some of them could
have been even the pillars of society.

The process of abolition of devadasi services in temples was started in
Mysore in 1899 when Sir.K Sheshadri lyer was the Diwan. Within a couple
of years, the dance service, which had been in practice in many temples for
centuries were stopped. The dancers were thrown out and the lands granted
by the kings for their livelihood were reverte to state. Commenting on this,
the Kannada scholar and writer, D.V.Gundappa remarked: ‘with misguided
zeal to save society from prostitution, by the stroke of pen, abolished the age
old instution of Devadasis and their services in the temples, like throwing the
baby with bath water. We do not know whether by this action society has
been get rid of this and prostitution has completely disappeared. but it also
resulted in the killing of a splendid art nurtured by generation of creative
mind.”®

SeFHD z;smg mmeﬁ%w TR m@:ddxd%ojmd O3
Feghzson:Born into the family of music, art ran in Bala’s blood. but though
she was gifted in dance, several members of her family, including possibly
herself were not very enthusiastic. Those were days of Dr.Muttulakshmi
Reddy was crusading against devadasi system. It was natural that they
felt imprudent to pursue this dance tradition and suffer social prejudice and
humiliation.”
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