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Rao, 1974, 29p).
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‘All dances have a purpose or intent. The purpose may be primarly
movement, the creation of an ephemeral, kinetic design in which concept
(ideas about dance), process (what leads to performance), medium (the
body instrument), and product (the dance performance) merge. When
movement is the focus, dance is viewed as semi autonomous system
seperable conceptually and practically from its sociocultural context.

The purpose of dance can be understood also in terms of the larger
social structure, the standardized social form through which
conceptualization and action occurs. The social structure may dictate the
criteria for participation and the dancers’ relation to, and means of coping
with the broader social structure. Dance is part of those networks of social
stratification that organizes the interconnected activities of members of a
society.

Affective functions of dance are to provide an immediate and sensous
experience. The presence of dance may evoke a single emotional response
or range of responses, sometimes for pleasure or well-being, sometimes
to cope with problematic aspects of social involvement. Dance as a
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this latter category Such emotions a5
thereby become , according
play , accessible to
Hanna, 1987, 24,25

fence mechanism embodying psychologically or saciajy,
e

unacceptablé impulses; falls w.;thsercepﬁble
i de sensorily ,
anxiety and fear, ma - e
to certain psychological literature ON the .
ivi ociety.
purposive action by the individual, grouP ors

psychologicall d
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Dance acts like a metaphor to life and soc
olence, veiled threats, reminding

jety and its patterns in one or

the other way. Like anarchy, revolution, Vi
authority to keep within its appropriate bounds.

_.Dance is social behavior. Social life is necessary for human mastery
of the environment: dance reflects and influences patterns of social
organization (relationship b/w individuals in groups and among groups).
As political behavior, dance is a forum for articulating political attitudes and
values; itis an arena for training which carries over to important positions in
other spheres of life, and a vehicle of control, adjudication and change.
(Hanna, 1987, 2p).
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‘Dance as an expressive form of thinking, sensing, feeling and moving
which may reflector influence the individual and society. Althoughthis theory
is derived from various axioms of the social and behavioural sciences,
humanities and arts it recognizes a basic anthropological principle:
significance resides in the whole.'(Hanna, 1987, 5p).
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...Human groups create social taxonomies by using signs already in
existence, producing new ones, and/or destroying old ones. In this context
aesthetic expressions are often part of culture’s inventory of signs and
demarcate and convey we/they social groupings. Mental categorization may
be transformed into dance, signs of visual motional configurations, to
transmit information about and for social interactions. Such signs may
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scribe and assert social values and roles, ang
and their situations; they may also evokg
andrally people to action, asdid the twelfth century heraldic forms,
the same way as speech, concepts of plants ang

animals in totemism, and economic products in caste social organization

(Hanna, 1987, 83p. [told bY Levi Strauss 1967])
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